
20 ways to use Formative for awesome 
assessment 

When I return graded homework to students, I sort of cringe on the 

inside. I’m never sure where all that hard work and meaningful 

feedback is going to end up. 

Sometimes it’s in the trash (or recycle bin). Sometimes it’s on the floor 
of the hallway. 

The worst for me: half-torn and sticking out of the bottom of a locker. 

I can understand it from a student perspective. They’ve moved on to other things. Yesterday’s assignment 
is so … yesterday. 

If we can deliver that feedback in the moment — while they’re still wrestling with a question or 
problem or assignment — it’s more likely to hit the mark. 

That’s where ​Formative (goformative.com)​ — one of my favorite classroom tech tools right now — comes 
in. It’s a free assessment tool that lets you … 

● Create questions​ (multiple choice, true/false, short answer and drawn “show your work” 
questions) to deliver to students 

● Add other content​ to the questions (an image, text, a whiteboard doodle or a YouTube 
video) 

● Watch as students answer​ from the teacher side of the site 
● Leave real-time feedback​ in the form of a grade and a written comment 

You can deliver the questions/content to students through a classroom you set up in Formative or just by 
giving students a quick code to the assessment that they can enter at ​goformative.com/join​. 

Once you jump into the site, you’ll find that creating an assessment and adding questions to it is pretty 
easy. But as I’ve used it, I’ve realized that I’m only scratching the surface when it comes to Formative. 
There’s so much you can do. 

Here are 20 ways you can make assessment awesome using Formative, from basic to creative: 

1. Create quizzes or assignments.​ This is Formative at its core. Add questions to the assessment, 
deliver it to students, watch as they complete questions, and give them comments/grades as feedback. 

http://goformative.com/
http://goformative.com/join


2. Ask quick questions on the fly.​ Are students struggling with a specific problem? Do you need to 
know what they know on a key concept? Pull up Formative, create a quick one-question assignment, hit 
“Assign” and create a quick code. Students can enter the quick code at ​goformative.com/join​ and answer. 
It’s all set with minimal set-up time. (Once you get confident in this, you might be able to set all this up 
quickly during a class.) 

3. Make your old assignments digital.​ If you’re not quite ready to create brand new, shiny digital 
activities, you can put a new spin on 
your old ones. If you have a 
document or PDF file of the 
assignment, upload it to an 
assessment in Formative. Then you 
can add interactive questions right 
on top of it that students can 
answer. It makes grading those old 
assignments faster, and the 
immediate responses means 
feedback is more meaningful. 

 

Let students draw answers to 
questions with “Show Your 
Work” drawing questions. 

4. Draw answers to reading comprehension questions.​ My favorite type of question on Formative is 
the “show your work” question. It gives students a digital whiteboard for drawing answers (instead of 
typing them). With students who struggle to write (i.e. younger students, students who struggle with 
English, some special needs students), they may have comprehended what they just read but can’t get it 
out easily in written words. A drawing can show you all the details that student comprehended. 

5. Assign a Formative quiz through Google Classroom.​ If you use Google Apps in class and have 
access to Google Classroom, now Formative interacts directly with Google Classroom. After creating an 
assessment, click the Google Classroom button in Formative to send it directly to your Google 
Classroom. 

6. Let students review feedback.​ If you assign your assessments through a class in Formative, students 
will be able to go back through their assessments later. They can see previous questions as well as the 
grades and comments left as feedback. This can provide a nice review/reteaching opportunity. 

7. Make “circle the one that doesn’t fit” questions.​ When you add “show your work” drawing questions 
to Formative, you can let students answer by drawing on images that you’ve uploaded (click “add a 

http://goformative.com/join


background image” when you create the question). Also, when you give students a digital whiteboard for 
drawing answers. This is great for circling what matches or what doesn’t fit. 

8. Make “finish the drawing” questions.​ When 
you use “show your work” drawing questions, you 
can start students’ work for them by drawing on 
their digital whiteboards. When they get the 
question, they’ll see what you drew and will be able 
to finish. For elementary classes, this could mean 
drawing the face on a person or drawing the 
second half of a body. For older students, it could 
mean drawing boxes for a comic strip and letting 
students make the comic in Formative. 

9. Show understanding by creating a word 
web/semantic map.​ Use that same “show your 
work” drawing question to let students make 
connections between key concepts in a word web. 

10. Discuss student work without showing 
names.​ After students finish their questions in a Formative assessment, teachers can see every student’s 
answer to a particular question. Teachers can display those answers to the class without showing names 
or grades assigned to them. Just click the blue buttons (one is a percent sign and the other is a group of 
three people) to stop displaying names or grades. 

11. Leave better substitute teacher lesson plans.​ You don’t have to worry about how your directions 
are delivered by a substitute teacher if you’re gone if you create them in Formative. Assign an 
assessment through Formative, add instruction by clicking “Add Content” > “Text Block”, add questions 
and videos and more, and let students work. You can even create a YouTube video of yourself giving 
instructions and add it to the assessment! 

12. Take a global poll.​ Has your class made contact with another class in another part of your state, a 
different state or a different country? (​If not, find some great ways of connecting by clicking here!​) If so, 
everyone can work on the same poll, assignment or discussion question together in the same Formative 
assessment. Create the assessment, click “assign” and create a quick code. Give the code to students 
and direct them to ​goformative.com/join​. 

13. Do an assignment across every class.​ Don’t want to take your Formative assessment global? You 
can have all classes in the same course or grade level do the same poll, activity or discussion question 
together as well. 

 

http://ditchthattextbook.com/connect
http://goformative.com/join


Add videos for students to watch. Then ask question to 
show comprehension. 

14. Flip your classroom.​ Formative can help you deliver 
instruction to students while they’re home so you can practice 
while you and your students are together in the classroom. 
Create a short instructional YouTube video and add it to a 
Formative assessment (or find one on YouTube). Then create 
questions that make sure the students watched and understood 
the video. Once they’ve done the assignment outside of class, 
you’ll be ready to dig deeper in class! 

15. Gather ideas at a staff meeting.​Formative can be used with 
teachers as well! Create a couple quick questions for teachers at 
a meeting. Then give them a quick code and direct them to 
goformative.com/join. They can draw, choose or write in their 

answers. (Or, consider using Formative to eliminate staff meetings. Deliver the meeting through videos or 
text blocks and gather feedback through questions!) 

16. Deliver digital map quizzes.​ Find a picture of a map online (or take a picture of one in your room 
using a camera). Upload it to a Formative assessment using the “Upload and Transform” button. Then 
click on the cities, states or geographical 
features you want students to identify to 
create questions there. 

17. Analyze a historic/current events 
photo or work of art.​ Find a digital image 
of a photo or artwork you want students to 
analyze. Add it to a “Show Your Work” 
drawing question using the “add a 
background image” feature. Students can 
circle important parts or add text to explain 
features. 

 

Give students an image of a passage to read. Then let them draw and write on it to show 
understanding. (See my “student” response in green at right … click image to see full-size.) 

18. Analyze a reading passage and/or identify evidence.​ Add a reading passage to a Formative 
assessment (by uploading a document or PDF of it OR ​taking a screenshot of it​ and adding the 

http://www.take-a-screenshot.org/


screenshot to a “Show Your Work” drawing question). Students can underline important parts or type text 
next to the passage to comment on specific parts. 

19. Imagine and illustrate a scene.​ After discussing a historical event, story or concept in science 
(among other things), have students draw what they think it looks like in a “Show Your Work” drawing 
question using specific details from class or the reading. 

20. Analyze a video visually.​ Add a YouTube video to a Formative assessment. While students watch it, 
they can ​take a screenshot​ of a specific part and add that image to a “Show Your Work” drawing 
question. (Or you can do this ahead of time by uploading the screenshot to a “Show Your Work” drawing 
question as a background image.) Students can draw on that screenshot or add text. Example: In a 
health/physical education class, students could watch a game or an athlete’s performance and then 
analyze it by marking up the screenshot. 

From: Ditch that Textbook by Matt Miller 
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